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ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF DEFENSE
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20301

INTERNATIONAL SECURITY AFFAIRS I-71 57176

MEMORANDUM  FOR THE SECRETARY OF DEFENSE

SUBJECT: Talking Paper for Abdal lah Discussions

I am attaching some suggested talking points for your use
in the event that Prince Abdallah wishes to discuss the
Israeli action in Uganda, the possible role of one of
the extremist Palestinian groups, or the position of Kenya
in the affair. l 4

Attachment a/s
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c 11 TALKING PAPER FOR SECBEF

6 3uly .I976

SUBJ,ECT: Air France Skyjacking and the Is~raeli Action in Uganda

- In  h is  s ta tement  on  the  a f fa i r ,  Pres ident  Ford  expressed h is
“sat isfact ion” that  the l ives of  the hostages were saved.

-- He made no reference to the means by which the rescue was
e f f e c t e d .

-- USG had no advance not ice; Israel  apparent ly acted alone,  as
PM Rabin said in his statement to the Israel i  par l iament.

- - President  Kenyatta of  Kenya also apparently’did not  know of
.: ” t h e  o p e r a t i o n  b e f o r e h a n d .

- T h e  U . S .  bel’ieves t h a t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  t e r r o r i s m  m u s t  b e  resi,sted:
‘terrorist~s left to go free or whose demands are met wi 11 strike
again. and be emboldened by their .success.

-- We would prefer that al 1 states would do thei r duty to combat
t h i s  f o r m  o f  i~nternational p,iracy.

‘~lnternational nature  o f  sky jack ing  groups is  c lear :

-- Skyjackers included a German man, a Turkish woman, and a
Lat in American who are associated with the terrori~st calle~d

“Car los .”

s- These,are extreme left,ists interested in worldwide revolut ion;
any  s ta te  in  the  free.wor1.d could  be  the i r  v ic t ims,  inc lud ing

the  U.S .  and Saudi  Arabia .
,.

- There is  some evidence that  the group was associated with the .i.
.Popular .Front for  tha L ibera t ion .o f  Pa lest ine  (PFLP) ,  headed by
George Habbash, or to a splinter group from the PFLP.

- - The PFLP is an extreme leftist,  Marxist group which counts
Saudi Arabia and the U.S. among i,ts enemies only slightly bless
s o  t h a n  i t  does I s r a e l .

- ,Speaking of  the  Pa lest in ian  organiza t ions ,  they  seem to  be  in
considerable disarray.

-, The Palest ine Liberat ion Organizat ion (PLO),  Palest ine Liberat ion
Army (PIA), the Syrian-sponsored’sa’iqa group, and the so-Cal led
“Reject ion Front” composed of the PFLP and other extreme Marxist
groups seem to f ind themselves on di f ferent  s ides in the shif t ing
si tuat.ion-  in Lebanon.
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--  I t  appears that. Syria would 1 ike to have seen the leader
o f  Sa’iqa, (Zuhair.Muhsin)  t a k e  o v e r  l e a d e r s h i p  o f  t h e  P L O
from Yasir Arafat. Events in Lebanon seem to make that an
unreal istic outcome.

(You might wish to ask the Prince how he ‘sees the future of the PLO
and the Palest inian organizat ions in l ight  of  the events in Lebanon.)

KENYA

- At  the current  OAU meeting in Mauri t ius,  there is  ~of course an
outpour ing  o f  rhetor ic  condemning the  Is rae l i  in tervent ion  in  ~,
Uga~nda. _ ,.~.i.

- -  ,We suspect  that  much of  this is  pro’forma and that  most
Afr ican lea’ders are  wary’0f~Ami.n and cer ta in ly  not  sympathet ic
t o  t e r r o r i s m . .

- K,enya i s  p l a c e d .  i n  a  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d e l i c a t e  p o s i t i o n  b y  t h e  a f f a i r .

- l,sra.e,l,i use  o f  Na i rob i  a i rpor t  a f te r  the  Uganda opera t ion  was
appar;?nt’]‘y necessary for medical and refuel ing purposes.

- K e n y a t t a , with whom I met only a few weeks ago in Nairobi, is
of  course gravely concerned about Amin’s. at t i tude as wel l  as that

of  the  S iad  leadersh ip  in  Somalia.~

,. - -  I n  Febru.ary,Amin publ ic ly  claimed a large port ion of  western
K e n y a .

: ~,,

--‘~,The Somalis. clajm t h e  no,rth:ern thi:rd~of Kenya.~,~:. ,; : ~’ ~.., .,~ > .::.: ,~~::;.l:~,: ‘,

” -~- Sovietsare a c t i v e  i n  ‘bothcountries, p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  S o m a l i a
where they are bui lding major faci 1 i tries for mi 1 i,tary use.

- Kenya could hardly have refused to assist  in humanitar ian medical
suppor t  and re fue l ing  to  enable  Is rae l  i  p lanes  to  re turn  to  Is rae l .

- -  K e n y a  i s , however, vulnerable mi 1 itarCly’to then fair better
armed Somalis and/or Ugandans who might seize this occasion
t o  s t r i k e  a t  K e n y a  i n  r e t a l i a t i o n .
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